
the blaze and appeared not be in-

jured at all.  

Assistant Regional Fire Commander 
Peter Wilding said the building con-

tained asbestos roof cladding and 

every firefighter involved in the 
incident would need to be decon-

taminated.  The Fire Service was 
alerted about 

5.50pm. Raj Mani 
said he went to the 

site after getting a 
call from his wife's 

aunt, co-owner Lynn 
Garrett. "We knew 

straight away it was a 

big one. The smoke 
was so dense. There 

was nothing we 
could do," said Mani. 

Fire service assistant 
regional manager 

Peter Wilding said 
the building was a 

"large complex com-
prising many old 

buildings". The fire was gradually 

spreading along the complex, he 

said. 

 
          Continued on next page  

Recently Auckland has suffered 3 
major fires! Firstly, Mitre 10 was set 

alight and is now believed it was arson-
ist, then 13 days later Auckland’s 

abandoned Southdown Coolstore build-

ing was set alight and then on Wednes-
day morning last week, Paper Recalim’s 

main paper recycling building was also 
set alight.. It is now believed that there 

is an arsonist on the loose setting all 
these building alight.  

 
Up to 80 Fire trucks 

where battling the 
blaze at the abandoned 

Coolstore in Auckland. 

The fire, at Southdown 
Freezing works building 

on Hugo Johnson Drive 
started at about 6pm 

on Saturday 20 Decem-
ber 2008. The three 

story building was 
engulfed in flames be-

fore most of the fire-
fighters arrived at the 

fire. Firefighters had to 

work outside, as it was not safe to 
enter the old building. It was re-

ported that nearby buildings, busi-
nesses and factories where also at 

risk from the huge fire.  
Plumes of smoke—some green and 

yellow– could be seen as far away a 

Waiheke Island as 25 appliances, five 
of them aerial, tried to control the 

terrifying blaze.  
By 9pm, the building home to Gar-

ret International Meats was half 

destroyed, and firefighters where 
using heaps of water to contain the 

blaze and protect a 25-tonne LPG 
tank which was in danger and could 

exploded. If the LPG tank exploded, 

it would of caused earthquakes and 

massive fire balls which could of 
burnt hundred of surrounding build-

ings and cars that where driving 
along the nearby roads. A building 

Manager who lived on site called in 

Arsonist on the loose? Or just a bit of  bad luck?  
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The old structure was un-
sound and firefighters were 

"firing water into the build-

ing" and using aerial trucks 
with ladders to get higher. 

An aerial fire truck arrived 
from Hamilton and other 

engines had ―Shuffled 
around‖ to provide cover 

around Auckland. 
Police say that the area was 

blocked off from the inter-

sections of Great South 
Road and Vesty Drive and 

Great South Road and Sylvia 
Park Road. They asked the 

public to stay away. Nearby 
commuter trains where 

suspended due to the acci-
dent. No one was believed 

to be injured.  

 
The Paper Reclaim Ware-

house billowed clouds of 
white smoke for two or 

three hours while firefighters 
tried to find the heart of the 

fire to get it under control. 
Firefighters had to cut a 

whole in the roof to get 

water into the building so 
the fire could be tamed. 

After they had the fire under 
control, firefighters started 

to shift ablazed bales of 
paper outside to pull them 

apart and dampen them 
down.  

More than 25 fire engines 

and support vehicles and 
about 70 firefighters battled 

the blaze at the paper ware-
house. Several buildings in 

the adjoining industrial com-
plex had to be evacuated and 

workers sent home. 
 

Look in the near future for a 

follow-up story about this 
article. 
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I AM, SASHA FIERCE! 
        -Written by Adam Procter 

Beyonce’s new album “I am, Sasha 

Fierce” is a two disc set with Beyonce 

on the first disc, and then  the Fierce 

side of Beyonce on the second. 

In New Zealand, If I Were a Boy was 

the first smash hit that everyone en-

joyed, and then when Single Ladies 

(Put a ring on it) released on New 

Zealand TV and Radio, people couldn't 

stop dancing! 

Then just a short while after those 
two songs released in New Zealand, 

the album hit  New Zealand’s music 

stores just before Christmas 2008. 

Since then people have been listening 

and enjoying the music by Beyonce. 

Recently Beyonce has been shooting 

her new video for the song “Diva”, 

which is on the sec-

ond disc of the a cra-

ziest album yet from 

Beyonce! 

Be sure to look out 
for the new video, 

coming soon!  
CD INSTORES NOW! 

This column is for people who 
want to ask our advice colum-
nist for some advice. 
 
Email the columnist  for ad-
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